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We, Urban Thinkers of the World Urban Cam-

paign, here present a new urban paradigm for 

the 21st century. Committed to sustainable 

urbanization for a better future, we share our 

vision with the world before the United Nations 

Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban 

Development (Habitat III). This vision builds 

on the Habitat Agenda, the 2030 Development 

Agenda, and the outcomes of COP 21, in which 

we have participated actively.

The City We Need (TCWN) 2.0 is a manifesto pre-

pared through the contributions of more than 

7847 men and women from 124 countries and 

2137 organizations1 , representing fourteen (14) 

constituent groups: Local and subnational au-

thorities, Research and Academia, Civil Society 

Organizations, Grassroots organizations, Wom-

en, Parliamentarians, Children and youth, Busi-

ness and industries, Foundations and philanthro-

pies, Professionals, Trade Unions and Workers, 

Farmers, Indigenous people and the Media.

This global consultation and consensus build-

ing process has been made possible through a 

series of 26 Urban Thinkers Campuses organ-

ized by the World Urban Campaign2  from 29 

June 2015 to 20 February 2016. 

The recommendations made by the Urban 

Thinkers Campuses were compiled and dis-

tilled by a Drafting Committee which concluded 

its work on 12 March 2016. 

This document was then adopted unanimously 

by the World Urban Campaign Steering Com-

mittee on 16 March 2016 in Prague/Czech Re-

public. 

We, the partners of the World Urban Campaign 

acknowledge the Urban Thinkers Campus as 

an unprecedented consensus-building pro-

cess. This process was designed to give a voice 

to the above mentioned representative groups 

through a decentralized model in order to de-

fine a joint position towards a United Nations 

Conference.

We request member states and the interna-

tional community to consider our common vi-

sion driven by principles and drivers of change 

in order to craft the New Urban Agenda to be 

delivered at the United Nations Conference on 

Housing and Sustainable Urban Development 

(Habitat III).

Preamble

1 These figures are based on the UTC reports submitted to the WUC Secretariat. To view all reports, please 
visit: http://www.worldurbancampaign.org/urban-thinkers-campus

2 See Annex 1 (List of UTC organizers)
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As we declared in the 2012 Manifesto for 
Cities3  and further reiterate here: “the 
battle for a more sustainable future will 
be won or lost in cities.”

How we plan, build, and manage our cit-
ies today will determine the outcome of 
our efforts to achieve a sustainable and 
harmonious development tomorrow. 
Well-planned cities allow all residents the 
opportunity to have safe, healthy, and pro-
ductive lives. Well-designed cities pres-
ent nations with major opportunities to 
promote social inclusion, resilience, and 
prosperity.

The world is at a crossroads. In the next 
few decades, urban dwellers will double in 
number, reaching nearly three-quarters 
of world’s population. More than 60 per-
cent of the built environment needed to 
accommodate these new urban dwellers 
by 2030 has yet to be constructed.

KEy CHALLENGES / LESSONS LEARNED

So what will our cities be like? Past and 
current trends provide some important 
lessons about what to avoid:

• Outdated and poorly defined roles, re-
sponsibilities and mandates between 
different tiers of government and differ-
ent public agencies leading to unhealthy 
competition for resources, overlapping 
jurisdictions and uncoordinated regula-
tory frameworks;

• Poor planning, often using outdated 
and rigid planning approaches that are 
surpassed by reality leading to urban 
sprawl, congestion, pollution and the 
wasteful use of land, water and energy 
exacerbating climate change;

• Lack of transparency and accountabili-
ty in city planning and decision making 
leading to lack of trust on behalf of civil 
society and business in the leadership 
of local authorities and public agencies;

• Unsustainable pressures on the carry-
ing capacity of natural supporting sys-
tems leading to destruction of ecosys-
tems and vulnerability

Introduction

3 “Manifesto for Cities - The Urban Future We Want” presented at the 6th Session 
of the World Urban Forum (WUF6) in Napels/Italy in 3 September 2012.
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4 Secretary Generals’ Report on the High Level Panel on the Post-2015 
Development Agenda.

• Exclusionary approaches to urban de-
velopment causing the formation of 
slums and informal settlements and 
the lack of access by the urban poor to 
public goods and services;

• Irresponsible land use and construction 
that increase vulnerability to natural 
and human-made disasters causing 
loss of life and assets and damage to 
public and private property;

• Poorly regulated real estate markets 
that create speculative bubbles and fi-
nancial crises and further exacerbate 
lack of security of tenure and access to 
affordable housing;

• Loss of urban identity caused by the de-
struction of cultural heritage and local 
biodiversity together with the concom-
itant disregard for social and cultural 
diversity in cities leading to exclusion, 
segregation and the fragmentation of 
communities;

• Inadequate policies and financing dis-
proportionately affecting marginalized 
groups regarding access to basic ser-
vices leading to entire segments of the 
urban population lacking clean water, 

adequate sanitation and waste removal 
that result in poor health, diseases and 
loss of productivity. These policies have 
been exacerbated by rising inequalities 
and a perceived lack of justice leading 
to the heightening of social tensions and 
unrest;

• Inadequate housing and land manage-
ment policies that exclude large seg-
ments of the population from accessing 
affordable housing leading to the for-
mation and continued growth of slums, 
informal settlements and exacerbating 
homelessness.

OPPORTUNITIES

“Cities are the world’s engines for busi-
ness and innovation. With good manage-
ment they can provide jobs, hope and 
growth, while building sustainability.”4 

With sixty percent of their area still to be 
built before 2030, cities represent unpar-
alleled opportunity to forge a new urban 
era where people can find freedom, in-

iNTrOdUCTiON
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spiration, prosperity, health and security. 
They represent a unique chance to make 
the right infrastructure and planning 
choices to overcome many of the mis-
takes of the past and to make our cities 
and communities truly regenerative and 
resilient. 

We see emerging trends of public, pri-
vate, and civil society organizations work-
ing together to improve quality of life and 
livelihoods. We see these organizations 
leveraging resources to improve urban ser-
vices. These and other efforts undoubtedly 
improve the lives of the people they touch. 
But, in the end, these approaches do not 
address basic structural problems nor do 
they offer answers appropriately scaled for 
tomorrow’s challenges. To do so requires 
rethinking the very organization of a city 
and envisioning its future. For this reason 
we need to forge a new urban paradigm for 
the city we need.

While the city we need must recognize lo-
cal contexts, cultures, and customs, it is 
founded on two key conditions: the respect 
of public and private uses of land, and a 
well-coordinated system of systems. If a 
city is to function properly, it needs to co-

ordinate very diverse agendas related to 
land use, housing, energy, water, waste, 
mobility, health and education, economic 
development, and the promotion of gen-
der equality, cultural vitality and social 
inclusion.

New predictive planning and modeling 
tools based on systems approaches 
provide an unprecedented means for all 
stakeholder groups and city authorities 
to better understand the complex social, 
economic and political interconnections 
inherent in urban systems. These tools 
and approaches enable decision makers 
and urban inhabitants to use systems 
thinking and systems-based approaches 
to avoid unintended consequences of 
policy actions, to greatly enhance the 
effectiveness of decision making and 
achieve efficiencies in resource allocation 
and use; 

Systems approaches can further help re-
alize a heretofore impossible dream: that 
of bridging short-term economic goals 
with longer-term policies and strategies 
that focus on shared prosperity and bet-
ter health, safety and wellbeing of all of a 
city’s inhabitants;

iNTrOdUCTiON
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New understanding and awareness of the 
importance of place making and building a 
sense of identity that places public space 
at the forefront of urban development, as a 
means of greening the city, strengthening 
a sense of security and providing opportu-
nities for enhanced social interaction and 
diverse forms of expression;

The digital revolution offers new oppor-
tunities for the efficiency and responsive-
ness of urban services. It offers new ways 
and means for the inhabitants of the city 
to engage with public authorities in de-
cisions affecting their quality of life and 
livelihoods. It helps avoid mistakes of the 
past in, for example, the failure to consid-
er gender and age-sensitive needs and 
priorities in urban planning and design. It 
provides opportunities for innovative and 
collaborative economic models and social 
contracts that enhance social solidarity 
and social cohesion;

An important opportunity lies in changing 
the paradigm from a centralized produc-
tion approach, in which citizens are only 
users of a provided service, to participa-

tive and collaborative models of produc-
tion that empower people and communi-
ties to become co-producers of energy, 
public goods and services.

Participatory models of production of pub-
lic goods and services also offer new op-
portunities for cities to take full advantage 
of the “green economy” by creating new 
business models, new industries at all 
scales and new employment opportunities 
and decent work.  

Growing awareness of the risks of climate 
change and the unsustainable models of 
production, consumption and develop-
ment offer new prospects for the regen-
erative city and the circular economy. This 
goes beyond the concepts of reusing and 
recycling to restoring and replenishing the 
natural systems that support urban life. It 
allows for a different relationship between 
urban and rural areas and offers a new 
prospect for urban and peri-urban agri-
culture and the foundations for the truly 
ecological and resilient city.
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The City We Need 
is socially inclusive 
and engaging

PriNCiPLE 1

The City We Need is people-centered, 
ethical, and just. It eliminates all phys-
ical and spatial forms of segregation, 
discrimination and exclusion. It values 
the lives and and potential of all inhab-
itants, especially the poor and other 
disadvantaged groups. It embraces 
cultural diversity, including differences 
of belief and language, and encourages 
social integration of migrants and ref-
ugees. It encourages all segments and 
age groups of the population to partake 
in social and cultural life.

The City We Need promotes the “right 
to the city for all”. This entails the right 
to a dignified and secure existence 

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

3 THE CITY WE NEED
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with access to decent housing, public 
goods and services and a voice in de-
cision-making.

It fosters a culture of solidarity through 
processes such as community consul-
tations, community contracting and 
participatory budgeting.

The City We Need is a tolerant city. It 
accepts and embraces all inhabitants 
regardless of age, race, creed, gender 
or other forms of diversity.  It creates 
collaborative spaces that are socially 
inclusive, driven by democratic 
decision-making. It fosters shared 
values and a shared vision for a 
common urban future.

The City We Need recognizes gen-
der differentiated needs and supports 
women as key actors in planning and 
adopts measures that enhance their 
involvement and their ability to partici-
pate effectively in decision making.
The New Urban Agenda should aim 
to recognize and integrate divergent 
interests, lifestyles and values of dif-
ferent city dwellers through more ef-
fective civic engagement, particularly 
during the planning to implementation 
stages for local and city-wide pro-
jects. It recognizes that engagement 
is much more than ensuring access 
to basic services for all and promotes 
bottom-up participatory processes 
throughout the entire policy cycle: to 
collectively define and review priori-
ties, strategies and actions.



In the City We Need resources are 
distributed equitably and opportunities 
are available to all. Land, infrastructure, 
housing, transport and basic services 
are planned and operated with special 
attention to improving access by women 
and low-income and disadvantaged 
groups. Public services are designed 
with the participation of communities 
and consciously include the needs, 
safety and dignity of women, elderly, 
children and youth, persons with 
disabilities and marginalized groups.

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

The City We Need is 
affordable, accessible 
and equitable

PriNCiPLE 2

5 THE CITY WE NEED
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The City We Need regards every 
inhabitant as a citizen of the city 
regardless of his or her legal status. 
It engages residents of slums and 
informal settlements in improving their 
quality of life and works closely with all 
sectors to address the root causes of 
informality.  

The City We Need recognizes that its 
inhabitants are co-owners of the public 
space, which are designed with their 
participation and consciously include 
the needs of women, the elderly as 
well as children and youth, persons 
with disabilities and marginalized 
populations.

Rapidly growing cities will inevitably 
require some resettlement of 
communities. The City We Need 
undertakes resettlement in such a way 
as to minimize disruption to people’s 
livelihoods and their social networks 
and relations.

The New Urban Agenda should recom-
mend a continuum of legitimate tenure 
arrangements (collective and individ-
ual, customary, perceived or formally 
registered) that involve legal protection 
against forced evictions, disposses-
sion, destruction and other violations.



The City We Need encourages and 
fosters local economic development 
from the smallest entrepreneur to the 
largest corporations. It streamlines 
licensing and other administrative 
services. It provides a level playing 
field, especially for micro-, small-, 
and medium-sized enterprises and 
supports local economic development 
through its own contracting and 
procurement functions.

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

The City We Need is 
economically vibrant 
and inclusive

PriNCiPLE 3

7 THE CITY WE NEED
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The New Urban Agenda should 
recognize that the informal sector of 
the economy provides an important 
source of livelihood for the urban poor 
and especially for women and actively 
eliminates the barriers and obstacles 
that prevent them from realizing their 
full potential.

The City We Need recognizes that 
health is a precondition for productivity. 
It facilitates inclusive prosperity and 
promotes the right to decent work, 

livelihood and shared prosperity 
through skills development, youth 
training and policies that support non-
discriminatory employment.  It does so 
in partnership with the private, public 
and civil society sectors.

The City We Need recognizes the role 
and potential of the shared economy 
both as a means to make public services 
more affordable and accessible and to 
promote local economic development.



The City We Need is 
collectively managed and 
democratically governed

PriNCiPLE 4

The City We Need is participatory. It 
promotes effective partnerships and 
active engagement by all members of 
society and partners (public, private 
and civil society). It safeguards local 
democracy by encouraging participa-
tion, transparency and accountability.

The City We Need cultivates a strong 
sense of community. Its inhabitants 
are equipped with the knowledge and 
means to express their views on issues 
affecting their quality of life. They en-

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

9 THE CITY WE NEED
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gage in city management and planning 
decisions through transparent public 
discussion.

The City We Need empowers commu-
nities to be self-supporting, developing 
local capacities and supporting local 
leadership and collaborative institu-
tions to boost self-reliance, awareness 
and self-determination.

The City We Need makes public service 
an employment of choice and engages 
appropriate professionals and ethical 
practices to carry out its policies and 
plans. 

The City We Need recognizes the im-
portant roles that women fulfill in their 
respective communities and strength-
ens their participation in urban and lo-
cal decision making.   



The City We Need 
fosters cohesive 
territorial development

PriNCiPLE 5

The City We Need coordinates sectoral 
policies and actions, such as econ-
omy, mobility, housing, biodiversity, 
energy, water and waste, within a com-
prehensive and coherent territorial 
framework. Roles and responsibilities 
between all stakeholders, while re-
specting the principle of subsidiarity, 
are clearly defined with resources al-
located strategically, equitably, and 
around a common agenda.

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

11 THE CITY WE NEED



12THE CITY WE NEED

The City We Need is a catalyst for sus-
tainability planning across jurisdictions 
within the region it occupies. It active-
ly seeks to coordinate and implement 
policies, make investments and take 
actions that retain local autonomy while 
building and enhancing regional coop-
eration. It actively seeks cross-sectoral 
coordination and cooperation and pro-
motes mutually beneficial and environ-
mentally sound linkages between rural 
and urban areas.

The New Urban Agenda should encour-
age cohesive territorial development to 
avoid urban sprawl and preserve nat-
ural resources. It should recommend 
reducing the need for transporting 
goods and people through appropri-
ate clustering of housing, industries, 
services and educational institutions. 
It should recommend inter-municipal 
cooperation to achieve economies of 
scale and agglomeration, optimize use 
of resources and prevent unhealthy 
competition among local authorities 
and other public agencies. 



The City We Need 
is regenerative and 
resilient

PriNCiPLE 6

The City We Need is designed to be 
resilient, continuously assessing risks 
and building the capacities of local 
stakeholders, individuals and commu-
nities to prepare for, absorb, recover 
from and learn from acute shocks and 
chronic stresses, both natural and an-
thropogenic. It acts to avoid or prevent 
such events where feasible, protecting 
vulnerable populations before, during 
and after the fact. It recognizes that it is 
only as resilient as it’s most vulnerable 
and marginalized dwellers and strives 
to ensure their long-term survival, 
sustainability and quality of life.

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

13 THE CITY WE NEED
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The City We Need is regenerative, ener-
gy and resource efficient, low-carbon, 
and increasingly reliant on renewable 
energy sources. It replenishes the re-
sources it consumes and recycles and 
reuses waste. It manages water, land, 
and energy in a coordinated manner 
and in harmony with its hinterlands. 
It supports ecosystem restoration and 
city-regional food systems, including 
urban and peri-urban food production 
and community-based agriculture. It 
is endowed with multifunctional, ad-
aptable infrastructure that supports 
local biodiversity while providing pub-

lic space that improves quality of life. 
It recognizes the carrying capacities 
and limitations of the natural systems 
which support it, and values ecosystem 
services for the roles they play in urban 
health, environmental protection, aes-
thetics and livability.

The New Urban Agenda should call 
on cities to plan for and provide infra-
structures and incentives for industries 
to prosper in a circular economy and to 
implement sustainable production and 
consumption patterns.



The City We Need has 
shared identities and 
sense of place

PriNCiPLE 7

The City We Need fosters a strong 
sense of place and generates a sense 
of belonging for all. 

The City We Need has a multifaceted 
identity made up of diverse neighbor-
hoods and peoples who consciously 
seek ways to share a common sense 
of place. It recognizes culture as key to 
human dignity and values diversity as a 
source of creativity, growth and learn-
ing in a knowledge economy.

It functions as a resilient learning 
community that responds to changing 
needs of its population in the context of 
an ever-changing world. It strengthens 
its relationship with surrounding rural 
regions, recognizing the valuable re-
sources rural areas provide for urban 
inhabitants.

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM
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It develops local solutions to urban 
challenges through the use of local 
culture and heritage, local skills and 
materials and local knowledge.

Human beings are connected to places 
via their senses. Cities should recog-
nize the importance of sensory stimu-
lation and beauty to sense of place and 
wellbeing. The City We Need designs 
urban public and natural spaces to ac-
tively promote aesthetic experiences. It 
enables people, especially poorer com-
munities, to claim ownership of urban 
spaces and use them to contribute to 
a shared experience and to enhance a 
sense of achievement and belonging. 
The City We Need uses art in all of its 

forms as a creative means for all citi-
zens to design, explore and experiment 
with new urban paradigms.

The City We Need looks at heritage not 
just nostalgically but in an evolutionary 
and innovative sense. It celebrates the 
rapidly evolving nature of most modern 
cities as it cherishes the value of in-
digenous knowledge, culture and per-
spectives.

It recognizes the importance and role 
of art in creating uniquely distinguish-
able and aesthetically pleasing places 
and that different forms and means of 
expression all have a place in the city. 



The City We Need is well 
planned, walkable, and 
transit-friendly

PriNCiPLE 8

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM

The City We Need adopts integrated 
planning to meet present and future 
needs for land, housing, infrastructure 
and services. It adopts participatory 
planning by bringing on board and em-
powering all stakeholders in the devel-
opment of its plans and building codes. 
The resulting land use integrates form, 
function and connectivity. Multimodal 
networks of social and economic ex-
change form a framework of intercon-
nected public space. 

The City We Need is compact where 
accessibility is supported by a fine-

17 THE CITY WE NEED
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grained block and street network lined 
with buildings and facilities providing 
amenities and services with a mix of 
uses and sizes. The density of the city 
is designed to allow for planned urban 
expansion while reducing its ecological 
footprint and sprawl. Schools are 
within walking or biking distance from 
homes. Offices are located no further 
than a few transit stops away from 
homes. Shopping for daily necessities 
is within walking distance of residential 
buildings and located near transit 
stops. Open space for recreation is 
near schools, work, and home.

The City We Need has efficient and 
affordable mobility systems that 
guarantee the right to mobility for all 
and an equitable access to workplaces, 
places of worship and recreation, 
culture and services.

The New Urban Agenda should call 
on cities to adopt and implement 
their respective plans in a flexible 
manner, periodically updating their key 
components to better meet the needs of 
all partners, people and communities.



The City We Need 
is safe, healthy and 
promotes well-being

PriNCiPLE 9

The City We Need is free from violence, 
conflict and crime. It is welcoming night 
and day, inviting all people to use its 
streets, parks, and transit without fear. 
It guarantees the safety of women and 
girls and the elderly in both public and 
workplaces. It does so by involving men 
and women and girls and boys in the 
planning, design, budgeting and imple-
mentation of security interventions.

The City We Need fosters a culture 
of peace. It does so by working 
together with all stakeholder groups 
in organizing inter-generational, 
inter-cultural dialogue and events to 
promote understanding, tolerance and 
communications.  

PriNCiPLES FOr A NEW UrBAN PArAdiGM
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The city’s parks and gardens provide 
access to nature and recreation for 
city dwellers. They are accessible by 
all residents, including the elderly and 
persons with disabilities. They are de-
signed to foster local biodiversity and 
provide essential ecosystem services.

The City We Need promotes sports 
among its inhabitants and provides 
public space for recreation, with special 
attention to people with specific needs.

The City We Need must address the ris-
ing tide of non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) associated with obesity, un-
healthy diets, sedentary lifestyles, sub-
stance abuse, and environmental pol-
lution. It should further recognize the 

essential role of and guarantee equal 
access to quality food and food markets.

The New Urban Agenda should recog-
nize that good health requires solutions 
that transcend the health sector and 
recommend improved inter-sectoral 
communication and coordination for 
health.  The New Urban Agenda should 
also recognize health as a fundamen-
tal aim of development, co-equal with 
other aims, and the impacts on health 
of actions in all urban sectors should 
be explicitly considered. It should rec-
ognize the critical role of the determi-
nants of health and reduce air, water, 
soil and noise pollution and ensure 
universal access to safe drinking water, 
adequate sanitation and decent shelter.
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The City We 
Need learns and 
innovates

PriNCiPLE 10

The City We Need is a “laboratory” for 
experimenting with alternative scenar-
ios for the future. It creates collabo-
rative learning and discovery oppor-
tunities to revisit and redefine urban 
paradigms and social contracts for 
sustainable futures.

The City We Need recognizes that cities 
are changing, which calls for continu-
ous learning and reflection and more 
flexible planning and decision making. 
This includes new and innovative ap-
proaches to social, economic and envi-
ronmental governance. It also calls for 
new and innovative approaches to mu-
nicipal administration and fiscal and 
financial management.

21 THE CITY WE NEED
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The City We Need is not afraid to open 
itself to new ideas, experiments and 
innovations, engaging all stakeholder 
groups and working in close collabora-
tion with other cities and communities.

The City We Need harnesses the full 
potential of technologies to improve 
efficiency and effectiveness in its op-
erations and to reduce its carbon foot-
print. These technologies introduce 
new channels of communication, new 
forms of work and new business mod-
els and enterprises. They multiply the 
means by which all inhabitants can 
participate in and interact with plan-
ning, decision-making and project im-
plementation.

The New Urban Agenda should rec-
ognize the importance of overcoming 
the digital divide to enable all of its in-
habitants to take advantage of the city 

as an open platform and a collabora-
tive space. This openness contributes 
to improved understanding and trust 
among inhabitants, policy makers and 
the private sector. It allows both inhab-
itants and government entities access 
to information across sectors and tradi-
tional silos to develop new models and 
paradigms for managing water, waste, 
energy, mobility and food. 

The City We Need uses systems think-
ing to understand urban complexity 
and the sources of unintended policy 
consequences. It experiments with 
new approaches to science and the 
production of evidence, including ac-
tion-based research, crowd-sourced 
data-gathering and analysis, inter-ac-
tive policy dialogue and studies, collab-
orative research involving trans-disci-
plinary engagement with stakeholders.
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Drivers
of change

Cities are drivers of change in today's world. 
To achieve the 21st century city we need, we 
must encourage nations, regions, cities, and 

the Habitat Agenda Partners to work together 
to craft their respective policies, legal frame-

works, strategies, and actions that embody the 
key principles of a new urban paradigm.

23 THE CITY WE NEED
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1. GOVERNANCE AND PARTNERSHIPS

Local governments are institutional driv-
ers of city development. They provide lead-
ership and visions for The City We Need. 
They require a clearly defined mandate 
and adequate means to operate through 
a large degree of autonomy, flexibility and 
creativity to design, plan, manage and de-
liver The City We Need, in relation with 
other tiers of government.

While the role of national governments 
is to define and provide national policies, 
frameworks and legislation, national gov-
ernments should also empower and allo-
cate resources to local authorities com-
mensurate with their mandate.

Adequate regulatory and legal frame-
works need to be in place to articulate 
effective partnerships between industries 
and other economic actors. This can be 
achieved through the creation of dedicat-
ed local development agencies.

Local governments should use all pos-
sible means of interaction with private, 
non-governmental actors and their inhab-
itants towards the definition, implementa-
tion, and monitoring and evaluation of pol-
icies, strategies, and plans. They should 
adopt policies with a gender perspective 
and affirmative actions aimed at reducing 

gaps between women and men, girls and 
boys at all levels. Citizen audits and other 
tools should be in place for mainstream-
ing a gender perspective in policies, pro-
grammes and budgets.

Open consultation processes, platforms 
and other means should be used to involve 
inhabitants, including children and youth, 
and marginalized groups, to allow them 
to participate effectively. All tiers of gov-
ernment should use these processes to 
take into account the needs of new urban 
dwellers such as refugees and migrants. 
These processes engage, raise awareness 
and build a sense of community.  They are 
based on bottom-up approaches using in-
teractive media and tools, including digital 
means accessible to all. Art and culture 
should also be utilized as an effective en-
gagement approach that allows for alter-
native ways of expression. Neighbourhood 
and small-scale mobilization processes 
can be powerful catalysts for social en-
gagement, especially through the use of 
culture, art and sport. It is important to 
engage with inhabitants of peripheries, 
slums and segregated territories, and in 
particular with women. Grassroots move-
ments and community action are impor-
tant tools for harnessing the potential of 
marginalized inhabitants and to generate 
positive change for social inclusion and 
economic integration. Such process-
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es should be harnessed by establishing 
partnership models between municipal 
governments, grassroots and community 
leaders to ensure the effective engage-
ment of all.

E-governance solutions are an effective 
means to engage citizens but also to man-
age the operations of cities. The inter-ac-
tive management of services helps to en-
sure the effective and timely coordination of 
service delivery to end-users, as well as to 
gauge consumer satisfaction. This leads to 
'smarter' cities driven by intelligent man-
agement and user feedback supported by 
technology. However, smart city approach-
es should always be people-centered rath-
er than technology driven and reflect the 
collective intelligence of communities.

Institutions and mechanisms for transpar-
ency and accountability at the municipal 
level should be in place. In this respect 
e-governance can play a role in supporting 
integrated decision-making to address the 
complexity of urban agendas and delivera-
bles to citizens. The role of e-governance 
is to help ensure transparency, capture 
co-benefits, safeguard the rights of in-
habitants and secure the participation of 
multiple stakeholders. It is also a means 
to ensure efficiency and support decentral-
ization in accordance with the principle of 
subsidiarity. 

Prioritization of the public good over pri-
vate interest is required to strengthen above 
ground, at grade, and below ground spaces, 
available for social interaction, collaborative 
networking and collective actions.

2. PLANNING AND DESIGN

Urban planning and design are corner-
stones of The City We Need, and should 
help realize the principles for the city we 
need through spatial visioning and strate-
gic planning supported by policies, tools, 
institutional and participatory mecha-
nisms and regulatory procedures. The City 
We Need incorporates a participatory and 
deliberative process that mainstreams the 
gender perspective, and the needs and in-
terests of different age groups and people 
with different impairments.

Successful implementation of urban plan-
ning requires strong leadership and polit-
ical will and should be achieved through 
appropriate partnerships involving all 
relevant stakeholders. Partners need to 
be enabled by enforceable and transpar-
ent legal frameworks, sound and flexible 
urban planning and design, and financial 
plans for affordability and cost-effective-
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ness. The implementation of urban plan-
ning requires participation of all of the 
city’s inhabitants at all levels of develop-
ment process; this includes balanced par-
ticipation between men and women to en-
sure that urban planning is inclusive and 
addresses differentiated needs, priorities 
and perspectives.

Approaches to planning and design should 
drive development to achieve well-being 
in The City We Need. These should lead 
to a shared vision and coherent actions 
between institutions and stakeholders 
for urban and territorial policies, services 
and land use, through appropriate regula-
tory frameworks and instruments.

Place-making and urban design are cen-
tral to The City We Need. They can effec-
tively contribute to social and economic 
inclusion, urban value generation, safety, 
health, well-being, urban identities and 
sense of place. Effective urban design 
should address the mobility and servic-
es needs of all residents and businesses 
through appropriate street patterns, pub-
lic utilities networks, and the allocation of 
open spaces that define buildable areas. 
Urban design can foster social mix and 
interaction and is an essential instrument 
of inclusion that, if integrated to other 
processes, can help achieve The City We 
Need. Urban design should address all 

aspects of city planning and should in-
clude above ground, at grade and below 
ground aspects.

Public space plays a central role in The 
City We Need to address the principles 
of inclusion, engagement, identity and 
well-being. Public space should be de-
signed to address the needs of all seg-
ments and age groups, with a gender per-
spective and responsive to persons with 
disabilities. It should be non-discriminato-
ry and respect people with different needs 
and challenges. It should address recrea-
tional and sport needs, as well as cultural 
and artistic expressions in order to foster a 
sense of place reflecting the multi-faceted 
societal aspirations of communities.

In order to foster collaborative space, 
urban design should reduce barriers be-
tween public and private spaces, such as 
encouraging permeability between the 
street and the buildings, promote the cre-
ation of space for multiple uses and avoid 
“gated communities”.

The amount and quality of walkable areas 
is essential to promoting healthy behav-
iours and lifestyles, as well as reducing 
dependence on motorized transport and 
introducing more green space in cities. 
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Strategic areas in the city should be iden-
tified and planned to foster social cohe-
sion and to prevent spatial fragmentation.

Planning of urban expansions should be 
driven by the same principles of inclusion, 
engagement, identity and well-being. It 
should generate and balance equity needs 
that are not addressed in the city and al-
low transparent distribution of capital 
gains for the common good.

Urban planning and design codes and 
standards should be revisited to address 
resilience and sustainability of all urban 
spaces. Resilient design should be adopt-
ed for new interventions and rehabilita-
tion (Build-Back-Better), requalification 
of existing places, sites and infrastruc-
tures, including urban peripheries. Skilled 
built environment professionals that are 
trained and adhere to ethics and stand-
ards should be promoted.

Harmonized methodologies for the prepa-
ration and publication of urban plans 
should be developed, under the principles 
of maximum disclosure, public participa-
tions, transparency, and respect of proper-
ty rights. These are necessary to simplify 
their interpretation and encourage partici-
pation and engagement in implementation 
and follow up. 

3. FINANCE

The development of effective finance and 
funding models is a prerequisite to the 
building of The City We Need. 

Central governments should adopt trans-
parent and predictable systems for in-
ter-governmental grants and subsidies to 
enhance the financial independence of lo-
cal authorities. However, collaboration of 
multiple levels of government is required 
for coordinated investment strategies, in-
cluding accessing and leveraging private 
finance and where appropriate mecha-
nisms such as municipal bonds.

Equitable distribution of the resources 
generated within a given territory helps 
strengthen municipal autonomy and so-
cial equity. These rely on increasing social 
participation of people with an expanding 
degree of information and knowledge on 
the issues of government work. This can 
be achieved through participatory budg-
eting to enable communities and specific 
interest groups to be actively involved in 
budget decisions that directly affect their 
quality of life and well-being, specifically 
women, and children and youth.

Community contracting empowers com-
munities to access increased livelihood 



Drivers of change

28THE CITY WE NEED

opportunities and includes, for example, 
the outsourcing of the provision of public 
services to community groups that are di-
rect beneficiaries of those services.

Local authorities need to be adequately 
equipped and trained to access develop-
ment credit. Municipal financing solutions 
should include innovative and ethical bor-
rowing; land banking; land value capture; 
conversion of private land to public use 
where needed and appropriate;  fostering 
public private community partnerships; 
incentivizing private investment in support 
of city plans; and encouraging corporate 
social responsibility programs.

Cities must work together with regional 
and central governments to implement 
tax policies that help reduce inequalities 
and stimulate entrepreneurship among 
low income groups. These include policies 
that provide tax incentives to women heads 
of households, persons with disabilities, 
the elderly, grassroots organizations, etc. 
to start up their own businesses.

4. LAND, HOUSING, AND SERVICES

A rights-based approach and social jus-
tice agenda should be institutionalized 
that ensures access and commitment to 
land, housing, and services for all. Cities 
should adopt innovative and flexible ap-
proaches to extend the delivery of these to 
all of its inhabitants.

The adequate allocation of land in cities, 
and the rights associated to its use are 
a prerequisite to inclusive and equitable 
cities. Property rights regimes should en-
sure social and spatial inclusion, support-
ing the social function of property and the 
diversity of land tenure systems in cities 
and other human settlements.

National land policies and frameworks 
should be in place, including adequate 
data to inform effective land use plans 
and to enable democratic mechanisms 
to review, define and anticipate the needs 
of property users before plans are gen-
erated. They should address the needs 
for women's secure use, access, control, 
transfer and right to inheritance of land. 
Land markets should also be systemati-
cally regulated and regularly monitored 
in order to ensure balanced development 
and avoid segregation. 
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The intervention of governments in land 
markets through land use laws and poli-
cies is often required to adequately fulfill 
the social function of land, housing and 
property; mitigate speculation; protect the 
tenure of women, elderly persons, children 
and youth, and other marginalized groups; 
and ensure affordability of adequate hous-
ing and anticipate future needs of land for 
both social housing and socially produced 
habitat. Policies and plans should ensure 
the allocation of an appropriate share of 
land to public space. Programs should be 
in place to develop social and individual 
dwellings that recognize, regulate, and 
foster the development of homes for pro-
ductive activities for women.

Informal settlements need to be recog-
nized by governments and integrated into 
policies, strategies and plans to guarantee 
their inclusion in the urban fabric and the 
access of their residents to basic services, 
as well as to ensure their security of tenure.

National housing policies and strategies 
should promote affordable housing and 
recognize the role of the social production 
of housing for low-income groups. Those 
include appropriate financial mechanisms 
for affordable housing. Housing strategies 
should be holistic, focusing on community 
well-being and poverty alleviation.

Special attention should be paid to home-
lessness through a coordinated approach 
between different social and welfare ser-
vices and the provision of adequate shel-
ter facilities. 

Creative solutions should be used to gen-
erate a sufficient amount of public space 
as well as its user-friendliness. These 
solutions include land acquisition, conver-
sion of private space to public space, land 
value capture, community managed parks 
and gardens and private sector manage-
ment/sponsorship of public space.

The city must organize its services in a 
smarter way. Public officials - the police, 
the fire department, and health, welfare, 
transit, and environmental services – 
must communicate frequently with each 
other and with neighborhood residents, 
and community groups.

The city we need has planned underground 
infrastructure for city utilities, under-
ground transportation and underground 
public spaces that are well connected with 
each other. This infrastructure needs to be 
well managed and recorded and informa-
tion made accessible to avoid potential 
conflicts of use and disruption of services. 
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5. ENVIRONMENT

In order to address the regenerative city 
imperative, all producers and users of the 
city need to find ways to protect and foster 
the restoration of natural systems from 
which they draw resources.

Cities need to work closely together to de-
velop and implement policies for regener-
ating ecosystems that have been damaged 
or depleted owing to non-sustainable use 
and consumption patterns.

Governments should establish national 
policies that enable integrated regenera-
tive urban development and planning and 
promote the circular economy. 

Local government strategies and plans 
should be based on principles of green 
savings that include reducing waste, re-
cycling materials and cutting costs. Those 
should at the same time foster new busi-
nesses and jobs for environmental protec-
tion and restoration in and around cities, 
based on the promotion of green talents 
and supported by appropriate fiscal incen-
tives.

Water security should be addressed 
through: a balanced use of water across 
territories taking into account their dif-

ferent individual, public, industrial and 
commercial uses; encouraging water effi-
ciency and rainwater harvesting; recycling 
wastewater and reusing storm water, etc. 
Community-based water infrastructure 
should be promoted that are multi-func-
tional, adaptable and provide multiple 
benefits to urban dwellers while support-
ing integrated ecological systems for re-
generative benefits.

Implementing zero waste should be 
achieved through the promotion of new 
enterprises in, for example, processing or-
ganic wastes into soil enhancing materials, 
treating sewerage for nutrient capture and 
reuse, and promoting renewable energy 
production and distribution. This also en-
tails the rehabilitation of spaces and wa-
ter courses that have been used as waste 
dumpsites and converting and integrating 
them into a web of inter-connected us-
er-friendly green and recreational spaces. 

Green construction and planning that 
are environmentally responsible and re-
source-efficient throughout their life-cy-
cle, from design, construction, operation, 
maintenance, renovation to demolition 
should be promoted. 

City regional food systems should be 
enhanced through the promotion of lo-
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cal peri-urban food production for local 
markets, the development of community 
supported agriculture and farmers’ mar-
kets, the use of composted, city-derived 
bio-waste for organic urban farming. Food 
security requires the strengthening of ur-
ban-rural linkages that at the same time 
supports the agricultural sector.  

In order to bring back nature to cities in 
need of replenishment, public, private and 
social actors need to actively reduce all 
forms of pollution, encourage indigenous 
tree planting, restore biodiversity, control 
soil erosion and promote carbon seques-
tration in and around the city.

These solutions to regenerate cities to-
wards The City We Need require the en-
gagement and participation of all resi-
dents and co-producers of the city.

6. HEALTH AND SAFETy

Cohesive and dedicated multi-sectoral 
policies are required at national, region-
al and local government levels in order to 
realize the health, safety and well-being 
paradigm in The City We Need.

Cities must recognize that health arises 
from the totality of interactions between 
and among humans and their environ-
ments in cities and not simply from the 
quality or accessibility of the health sys-
tem. As such, solutions to improve health, 
safety and wellbeing must recognize the 
complex nature of urban interactions, and 
originate in and encompass all sectors 
and all segments of society.

Urban safety policies should be defined to 
design and implement protocols that meet 
the highest standards of human rights 
protection against violence and crimes. 
Crimes related to violence against wom-
en and girls such as harassment, abuse, 
rape, femicide require special attention.

Urban design can impact real and per-
ceived safety in cities, such as through 
lighting of public spaces and streets, safe 
designed transport, etc. taking the particu-
lar needs of women, elderly and persons 
with disabilities as well as children and 
youth into account. Monitoring systems to 
report areas of insecurity and promote a 
civic culture of prevention and care for ur-
ban areas should be in place. Timely health 
and safety monitoring mechanisms are 
critical to effective response and action. 

Integrated and coherent information sys-
tems should be implemented that are 
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comparable and geo-referenced, and in-
clude progress indicators disaggregated 
by sex and age on violence and crime. 
Citizens’ audits should be conducted and 
should be binding for immediate attention 
of their findings and requests for follow up 
action. 

Gender-sensitive reporting and policing 
methods and access to justice should be 
in place together with appropriate mech-
anisms for reporting violence against 
women and girls and obtaining redress. 
These should be accompanied by cam-
paigns against violence against women 
and against all forms of discrimination 
and exclusion in terms of access to jus-
tice. This often requires the promotion of 
a culture of reporting of offenses without 
fear of repercussion. 

Remedies for cities affected by violence 
and crime include prevention strategies 
and the promotion of projects to reconsti-
tute the social fabric. These include com-
munity policing and comprehensive strat-
egies for establishing or strengthening 
social networks and a solidarity economy 
in affected areas.

Access to healthy food is an essential com-
ponent of The City We Need that can foster 
well-being. This entails the promotion of 

homegrown food and products, education 
in order to promote balanced diets, and 
the fight against food waste. The food in-
dustry should be engaged to improve food 
quality and availability and work with con-
sumers to promote healthy diets.

The promotion of sports among urban in-
habitants is essential to creating an active 
and healthy city. This includes dedicated 
public spaces for exercise and recreation. 
It also demands proactive policies and 
strategies to eliminate all forms of dis-
crimination to ensure equitable access by 
people with different impairments, the el-
derly, women and girls. 

Public Art in the City We Need not only 
contributes to place making; it is also can 
help to enhance people's perception of 
safety and of belonging. 

In many countries and cities the next few 
decades will witness a dramatic shift to-
wards an ageing population. This will, in 
turn, lead to substantial differences in The 
City We Need in physical, social, economic 
and cultural terms. The City We Need will 
anticipate these changes to bridge gener-
ational divides and ensure an age-friend-
ly sense of belonging and age-friendly 
health, safety and well-being.
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7. ECONOMy AND LIVELIHOODS

In the context of growing inequalities 
worldwide, the livelihoods and quality of 
life for low-income groups and deprived 
urban areas must be a priority for all pub-
lic, private, and social actors.

Sustainable strategies, mechanisms, 
binding instruments and initiatives should 
be created to incentivize the creation of 
decent work and sustainable enterprises 
for all through participatory processes. 

The promotion of local economic develop-
ment constitutes the fundamental basis to 
address the required long-term changes 
in The City We Need through a variety of 
solutions.

Participatory processes for local econom-
ic development allow the recovery of local 
markets for the community through social 
and solidarity mechanisms. The promotion 
of local economic development should in-
clude a gender perspective in order to real-
ize the economic empowerment of women, 
strengthen productivity, improve competi-
tiveness, and therefore create a context of 
social reproduction that cares for the pres-
ent and strengthens future generations.

The informal economy is also an impor-
tant means to build social networks and 

social capital, and is platform to nurture 
creativity and business talents. All actors 
of the informal economy must be consult-
ed in view of being incorporated into city 
development strategies. This includes the 
improvement of services for and regula-
tion of street vendors, as well as informal 
service providers. The inclusion of infor-
mal/ community-based service providers 
into city planning is also a key to improved 
environmental management, improved 
worker occupational health and safety, 
decreased municipal costs, fairer wages, 
and improved worker livelihoods.

Economic inclusion calls for the recog-
nition of the economic and social value 
of unpaid work in the home. This can be 
achieved by ensuring that health benefits 
and public support benefits accrue re-
gardless of lack of income. 

Culture-based urban strategies should 
be considered to open new paths for job 
creation and locally-owned economic de-
velopment. Such strategies can help build 
and restore a sense of places and vibrancy 
in cities through cultural production, en-
compassing diverse ways of urban living 
and interactions between different groups, 
as well as more formal production of art.

Cultural and creative industries, the per-
forming arts and heritage conservation 
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activities can be a reservoir of qualified 
jobs for the urban poor, in both the for-
mal and informal sectors. The cultural 
industries and the creative economy play 
a growing role in cities’ development and 
transformation processes and increasing-
ly contribute to local economy and em-
ployment. They need to be taken into ac-
count in urban development frameworks. 
Safeguarding and promoting culture at the 
local level is a way to develop endogenous 
resources and create conditions for sus-
tainable revenue generation. The develop-
ment of sustainable cultural tourism can 
also be a catalyst for revenue generation 
to upgrade urban infrastructure, especial-
ly in developing country cities. 

The financial inclusion of the marginalized 
sector is crucial to addressing inequali-
ties; banking and non-banking financial 
services must be developed to support the 
urban poor. 

Local authorities should work with indus-
tries and all economic actors to provide 
city dwellers with suitable employment 
opportunities and training, and access to 
new technologies and platforms of knowl-
edge sharing, with a particular focus on 
the needs of women and youth.

Cities must take the lead in ensuring a 
legal framework that provides equal pay 

for men and women within their respec-
tive work forces and provide measures for 
raising families, such as day-care.

The promotion and strengthening of envi-
ronmentally sound housing and urban de-
velopment and the low-carbon construc-
tion sector should be seen as a strategic 
means for generating new industries, 
businesses and decent work. 

8. EDUCATION

Education is the foundation to an inclusive 
city that learns and innovates.

Dialogue is a key driver of knowledge 
sharing communities. Evidence-based 
policy dialogue and analysis is a major 
catalyst for mobilizing all those involved in 
formal and civic education and for stim-
ulating new methods of participation and 
collective empowerment. 

Education for peace and conflict reso-
lution should constitute a key aspect of 
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school curricula in order to provide the 
foundation for participation and civic en-
gagement of all communities.

Local, national and international knowl-
edge networks should be established 
in order to support regular exchange of 
ideas and technologies. Local processes 
should be emphasized in order to foster 
local knowledge in the city and its imme-
diate territories. 

Cultural and educational advisory coun-
cils should be created to help generate 
discussion on the role of arts, cultures, 
and traditions in cities.

Boys and girls need to be trained in tra-
ditional skills and innovative technologies 
that can be used to tackle current prob-
lems and adapt to future challenges.

School curricula need to include global 
issues such as urbanization and climate 
change, including best practices in urban 
innovation, in order for future generations 
of leaders to be better prepared to partic-
ipate in urban decision making. The right 
to participate and transform cities must 
also be included in the school curricula. 

Adaptive education policies must be tai-
lored to engage marginalized groups liv-
ing in disenfranchised neighbourhoods 

and settlements. Children involved in in-
formal labour must be provided with al-
ternative means to access education.

The above actions are required if women 
and the marginalized are to exercise their 
legitimate rights in terms of access to ur-
ban services. 

9. TECHNOLOGy

New technologies are more than just 
devices or applications. New technolo-
gies for the City We Need come from the 
collective intelligence of societies. Top-
down or supply-driven approaches to the 
“smart city” and the use of technologies 
will not result in the ownership and buy-in 
required for making lasting changes. The 
basis for use of technologies to improve 
living conditions and quality of life lies in 
proper identification of what people need 
and people’s involvement in the change 
process. Innovations make cities smart-
er not because they are “smarter” but 
because they are tap into the creativity of 
communities. 

Access to open-source knowledge plat-
forms can be used to better inform urban 



Drivers of change

36THE CITY WE NEED

dwellers and to allow them to participate 
in decision-making. This should be sup-
ported by capacity-building to equip in-
habitants with the required knowledge 
on tools and approaches for participatory 
planning and decision-making. 
Crowd-sourced datasets represent a real 
social and cultural innovation that urban 
dwellers should be able to integrate to 
boost their effective participation. Invest-
ing in analyzing and understanding the 
data that comes out of crowd-sourcing is 
a prerequisite to effective data use.  

Transparent policies for data gathering on 
individuals used by the state and compa-
nies must be implemented. It is necessary 
that the dwellers come together with au-
thorities and the private sector to agree on 
the use and regulation related to collect-
ing personal data. 

Digital tools for urban governance will dra-
matically change how cities are managed. It 
is imperative that cities anticipate the need 
to redefine roles and responsibilities and 
identify proper accountability measures for 
public service and to adopt new codes of 
ethics for all suppliers and developers. 

In choosing new technologies, cities should 
avoid “lock in” for long periods as the pace 
of change for technologies and innovations 
is becoming shorter and shorter.  

10.   MONITORING AND EVALUATION

Access to open data is fundamental for a 
balanced system. Just as data is collect-
ed on urban dwellers from both public 
and private actors, urban dwellers should 
have the ability and to collect, analyze and 
access data on public authorities and the 
private sector.

Data collection and regular monitoring 
systems should be established that uti-
lize new technologies, focus on variables 
implicated in multiple urban systems dis-
aggregated at all scales, ages and by soci-
oeconomic groups.

It is crucial to recognize intra-urban ine-
qualities to create open, transparent data 
and metrics for justice and establish a 
framework for monitoring, evaluation, and 
accountability.

Independent bodies and institutions must 
be created to follow up on the social, eco-
nomic, and environmental performanc-
es of industries, projects, and cities, as 
well as their respective leaders. Those 
include social monitoring mechanisms 
such as citizen observatories that allow 
urban dwellers to have a voice on the per-
formance of their elected and appointed 
leaders.
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We, Urban Thinkers of the World Urban 
Campaign, are committed to The City We 
Need 2.0, its ten key principles and ten 
drivers of change to achieve sustainable 
urbanization.

As non-state actors joined by a shared vi-
sion, we commit to combine our strengths 
to build The City We Need. 

As local and sub-national authorities, we 
will act as catalysts of policies, strategies 
and actions to deliver The City We Need.

As research and academia, we will con-
tribute knowledge through relevant re-
search to advance The City We Need.

As civil society organizations, we will me-
diate between civil society actors and the 
state to ensure the representation of all in 
the realization of The City We Need.

As grassroots organizations, we will en-
sure the inclusion of all grassroots com-
munities in the realization of The City We 
Need.

As women, we will ensure the full inclu-
sion of women and girl at all levels of The 
City We Need.

As parliamentarians, we will promote The 
City We Need principles in national poli-
cies and legislation.

As children and youth, we will make sure 
that The City We Need is sustainable for 
future generations.

As business and industries, we will con-
tribute through innovations and inclusive 
solutions to deliver The City We Need.

THE WAY FOrWArd
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As foundations and philanthropies, we will 
partner with others to support and finance 
The City We Need.

As professionals, we will use our skills to 
build the City We Need and promote pro-
fessional and ethical practices.

As trade unions and workers, we will sup-
port and protect the builders of The City 
We Need.

As farmers, we will nurture The City We 
Need through sustainable agricultural 
practices.

As indigenous people, we will infuse our 
local ancestral knowledge and customs in 
The City We Need.

As media, we will promote and dissemi-
nate The City We Need.

We call upon National Governments and 
the international community to support 
The City We Need through effective poli-
cies, strategies and actions at the national 
and international levels to help position 
sustainable cities at the heart of 21st cen-
tury development. 

We request the United Nations Confer-
ence on Housing and Sustainable Urban 
Development to consider our vision and 
commitments towards the New Urban 
Agenda.

THE WAY FOrWArd
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Annexes

1 African Union of Architects (AUA) – UTC 2 

2 Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) – UTC 10

3 Bufete de Estudios  Interdisciplinarios AC/ MIRA – UTC 14

4 Colegio Nacional De Jurisprudencia Urbanistica (CNJUR) – UTC 13

5 Designing Hong Kong – UTC 3

6 Dubai Real Estate Institute (DREI) – UTC 16

7 European Council of Spatial Planners - Conseil européen des urbanistes (ECTP-CEU) – UTC 12

8 Federación Iberoamericana de Urbanistas (FIU) – UTC 12

9 Fédération Nationale des Agences d'Urbanisme (FNAU) – UTC  17

10 FEMUM – UTC 14

11 FIABCI - International Real Estate Federation – UTC 16

12 Future of Places – UTC 1

13 Habitat for Humanity – UTC 4, 22

14 Habitat Professional Forum (HPF) – UTC 12

15 Huairou Commission – UTC 7, 14, 18, 23

16 IAU Ile de France (Institut D'Aménagement Et D'Urbanisme) – UTC  17

17 Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable Communities – UTC 11

18 Municipal Arts Society of New York (MAS NYC) - UTC 8 (co-organized with The New School)

19 National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA) – UTC 5

20 Polycom Development Project – UTC 7

21 PUSH – UTC 6

22 Ray of Hope – UTC 23

23 Studieninstitut Rhein-Neckar (STIRN) – UTC 25 (co-organized with the City of Mannheim)

24 United Nations University - International Institute for Global Health (UNU IIGH) – UTC 19

25 University of Pernambuco – UTC 15

26 University of Sassari – UTC 26 (co-organized with the University of Cagliari DICAAr, Italy and 
University of Belgrade, Faculty of Architecture, Public Art and Public Space, Serbia)

27 UN Global Compact – Cities Programme – UTC 24

28 Women Transforming Cities – UTC 18

29 World Vision International – UTC 9, 21, 24 

Annex 1 - List of Urban Thinkers Campus organizers 
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Members of the Working Group1 "The City We Need (TCWN) 2.0 Drafting Committee”:

In October 2015, the World Urban Campaign 

partners decided upon new working groups 

at the 13th WUC Steering Committee Meeting 

held in New York City/USA. Amongst others, the 

Working Group 1 "The City We Need (TCWN) 2.0 

Drafting Committee" was formed. This Drafting 

Committee, consisting of WUC partner repre-

sentatives, was tasked with the compilation of 

the 26 Urban Thinkers Campus reports, as well 

as the actual drafting of TCWN 2.0. 

After a series of telephone conferences, the 

Drafting Committee held its final meeting from 

29 February to 2 March 2016 in Nairobi/Kenya 

and virtually via Webex, involving 25 partner 

representatives and Urban Thinkers Campus 

organizers, to finalize the final draft of The City 

We Need 2.0, based on the UTC reports submit-

ted to the WUC Secretariat.

On 7 March, the final draft was shared with all 

WUC partners for further commenting. 7 part-

ners submitted written comments to the WUC 

Secretariat within the given deadline. 

Annex 2 - The City We Need 2.0 Drafting Committee members

ANNExES

1. Chair: Nicholas You (Honorary WUC Steering Committee Chair) 

2. Co-Facilitator: Joyati Das (World Vision International) – UTC 9, 21, 24

3. Co-Facilitator: Peter Loewi (Children & Youth International) 

4. Christopher Dekki (Communitas Coalition) 

5. Didier Vancutsem (ISOCARP) 

6. Dyan Currie (Commonwealth Association of Planners) 

7. Filippo Boselli (World Future Council) 

8. Hirotaka Koike (UNMGCY / Children & Youth International) 

9. Jacqueline Trieu (World Vision International) – UTC 9, 21, 24

10. Judith Hermanson (IHC) 

11. Katia Araujo (Huairou Commission) – UTC 7, 14, 18, 23

12. Mahmoud Hesham El Burai (DREI) – UTC 16

13. Inge Bouwmans (Cordaid) 

14. Maruxa Cardama (Communitas Coalition) 

15. Mohamed Munyanya (UIA) 

16. Paul Zimmermann (Designing Hong Kong) – UTC 3

17. Sanja Zlatanic (ACUUS) 
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Partner representatives and/or UTC organizers who contributed to the drafting 
process and submitted written comments:

ANNExES

18. Christian Huebel (City of Mannheim) – UTC 25

19. Giovanni Campus (University of Sassari) – UTC 26

20. Jean Felix (FIDIC)

21. Jose Gabriel Siri (UNU) – UTC 19

22. Kathryn Travers (Femmesetvilles)

23. Magdalena Garcia (MIRA) – UTC 14

24. Mariana Sgalicia (CNJUR) - UTC 13

25. Marta Lora-Tamayo (CNJUR Europe) – UTC3

26. Mee Kam Ng (The Chinese University of Hong Kong) – UTC 3

27. Pablo Aguilar (CNJUR) - UTC 13

28. Rainer Kern (City of Mannheim) – UTC 25

29. Ralph Horne (UN Global Compact Cities Programme) – UTC 24

30. Teshome Lemma (Cordaid)

31. Trudi Elliot (RTPI)

32. Uta Dietrich (UNU-IIGH) – UTC 19
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Annex 3 - List of World Urban Campaign partners

1. AARDE Foundation (Art & Architecture Research Development Education Foundation)

2. African Union of Architects (AUA)

3. American Planning Association (APA)

4. Arcadis NV

5. Associated Research Centers for the Urban Underground Space (ACUUS)

6. Association de Professionnels (AdP) - Villes en Développement

7. Association Internationale Villes et Ports (AIVP)

8. Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET)

9. Building & Social Housing Foundation (BSHF)

10. Building and Wood Workers International

11. Centre for Environment Development

12. Children & Youth International (CYI)

13. Cities Alliance

14. Cities Network Campaign

15. Citiscope

16. CityNet

17. Climate Change Network Nigeria (CCN-Nigeria)

18. Co-City

19. Colegio Nacional De Jurisprudencia Urbanistica (CNJUR)

20. Commonwealth Association of Planners (CAP)

21. Communitas Coalition

22. Consortium for Sustainable Urbanization (CSU)

23. Cordaid

24. CSR Europe

25. CSR Wire

26. Da Tong Project

27. Designing Hong Kong

28. Deutscher Verband für Post, Informationstechnologie und Telekommunikation e.V. (DVPT)

29. Development of Institution & Youth Alliance (DIYA)

30. Dubai Real Estate Institute (DREI)

31. Eco Logic

32. EcoCity Builders

33. ENDA RUP-Senegal

34. Engie

ANNExES
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Annex 3 - List of World Urban Campaign partners

35. European Council of Spatial Planners - Conseil européen des urbanistes (ECTP-CEU)

36. European Cyclist Federation

37. Eutropian

38. Federación Iberoamericana de Urbanistas (FIU)

39. Federal University of Technology (FUT) Minna, Nigeria

40. Fédération Nationale des Agences d'Urbanisme (FNAU)

41. Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI)

42. FIABCI - Brasil

43. FIABCI - International Real Estate Federation

44. Fonds mondial pour le développement des villes (FMDV)

45. Fundación Servivienda

46. Future of Places

47. Global Forum on Human Settlements (GFHS)

48. Global Network on Safer Cities

49. Global Parliamentarians on Habitat (GPH)

50. Global Studio

51. Global Urban Development (GUD)

52. Global Voluntary Development Association (GVDA)

53. Green World City Organization

54. Habitat for Humanity

55. Habitat Professional Forum (HPF)

56. Habitat UNI

57. Huairou Commission

58. Humaran Bachpan

59. IAU Ile de France (Institut D'Aménagement Et D'Urbanisme)

60. ICLEI

61. Indian Institute for Human Settlements (IIHS)

62. Institut pour la Ville en Mouvement (IVM)/ PSA Peugeot Citroen (IVM)

63. Institute for Housing and Urban Development Studies (IHS) - Erasmus University Rotterdam

64. International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)

65. International Culture University

66. International Federation for Housing and Planning (IFHP)

67. International Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC)

68. International Federation of Landscape Architects (IFLA)

ANNExES
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Annex 3 - List of World Urban Campaign partners5

69. International Housing Coalition (IHC)

70. International Society of City and Regional Planners (ISOCARP)

71. International Union of Architects (UIA)

72. International Urban Food Network (IUFN)

73. Istituto Nazionale di Urbanistica (INU)

74. Joslyn Castle Institute for Sustainable Communities

75. Korea Research Institute for Human Settlements (KRIHS)

76. Les Ateliers

77. Lincoln Institute of Land Policy

78. Mayors For Peace

79. Metropolis

80. Mumbai Environmental Social Network (MESN)

81. Municipal Arts Society of New York (MAS NYC)

82. National Institute of Urban Affairs (NIUA)

83. New CityZens

84. New York Academy of Medicine – International Society of Urban Health

85. NextCity

86. Nomadeis

87. Observatoire Ivanhoe Cambridge (Ivanhoe Cambridge Observatory)

88. Ocartagena (Observatory for Sustainable Development of Cartagena)

89. Organisation pour la Rénovation Environnante du Sud d’Haïti (RESH)

90. Oxfam Great Britain

91. Oxford Brookes University

92. Partenariat Francais pour la Ville et les Territoires (PFVT)

93. Peace and Life Enhnacement Initiative International (PLEII)

94. Penn IUR University of Pennsylvania

95. People’s Movement for Human Rights Learning (PDHRE)

96. Practical Action

97. Praveenlata Sansthan

98. PUSH

99. Reseau Projection

100. Responding to Climate Change (RTCC)

101. Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI)

5 Status of partnerships as of 16 March 2016

ANNExES
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102. SECOVI-SP

103. Shehersaaz

104. Slum Dwellers International (SDI)

105. Smart Cities Intiative for North Africa (SCI-NA)

106. Society for Development Alternatives

107. Studien Institute Rhein-Neckar (STIRN)

108. TakingITGlobal (TIG)

109. The Ecological Sequestration Trust (TEST)

110. The Hong Kong University Polytechnic

111. UBM's Future Cities

112. United Cities and Local Government (UCLG)

113. United for Education and Sustainable Futures (UESF)

114. United Nations University - International Institute for Global Health (UNU IIGH)

115. United Religions Initiative (URI)

116. United States International University - Africa (USIU)

117. Universita Degli Studi Di Napoli

118. University of Pernambuco

119. University of Sassari

120. Urban Private Partners (UPP, formerly UPSAB)

121. Urbanistes

122. UrbanSDG Campaign (part of the Sustainable Development Solutions Network, SDSN)

123. Uwezo Youth Development Programme (UYDP)

124. Veolia Environnement

125. Women in Informal Employment: Globalizing and Organizing (WIEGO)

126. World Alliance of Cities Against Poverty (WACAP)

127. World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD)

128. World Enabled

129. World Future Council

130. World Vision International

131. WWF

132. Young Professionals in Local Development (YPLD)

133. Youth Advisory Board

134. Youth for Social Development (YSD)

135. Zerofootprint

Annex 3 - List of World Urban Campaign partners
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       PEACE AND LIFE ENHANCEMENT INITIATIVE INTERNATIONAL



World Urban Campaign Secretariat, UN-Habitat
Email: wuc@unhabitat.org
Tel: +254 20 762 4576
www.worldurbancampaign.org

#UrbanThinkers

Supported by the General Assembly of Partners, a special 

initiative of the World Urban Campaign towards Habitat III


